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A rare Asian (Japanese) who has been working 
for more than 20 years at conservation domain 

in Central African region (Congo and Gabon) 





Forest Elephants 

© Andrea Turkalo 



Geographical Distribution and Move of Forest Elephants 



1. Plant Regeneration through seed dispersal  
(quantity, species diversity, distance) 

2. Bai Creation and Maintenance  Mineral Provision 

Providing minerals to the other wildlife 

3. Elephant Trails Network 

Forest Elephants as keystone Species 
- Conservation Roles for Tropical Forest Ecosystem and Bio-Diversity - 



Elephant Massacre for Ivory Trade 

© Mike Fay 



Elephant 
Poaching 
Trends 



Ivory 
Trafficking 

Trend (ETIS) 

Source: F. M. 
Underwood et al. 
Dissecting the Illegal 
Ivory Trade: An Analysis 
of Ivory 
Seizures Data(2013) 



Source: F. Maisels et al. Devastating Decline of Forest Elephants in Central Africa (2013) 

Forest Elephants Distribution (by dung counting) 



Drastic Decline of Forest Elephants toward Extinction 
- due to poaching for ivory - 

Congo Republic 
 

Odzala-Kokoua 
National Park 

 
 

9600 
 (no change for 7 years) 

-> more evacuation 
 from outside in spite 
 of disappearance of 

certain Bai in NP 

CAR 
 

CAR side of 
TriNational WH area 

 
 

700 only  
(on analysis) 
26 massacre 

 (Seleka) 

Congo Republic 
 

Nouabale-Ndoki NP 
and its buffer zone 

 
the last 5 years 

 
 

10,000 to 5,000 

Gabon 
 

Minkebe 
National Park 

 

the last 8 years 
 
 

18,000 to 7,000 
 (on analysis) 

 



FACTORS to accelerate elephant poaching      

IVORY PRICE  : economic incentive for local 
ECOGUARDS  : lack of discipline and governance 
CORRUPTION  : wide distribution of weapons 
  no control of illegal immigrants 
 
LOGGING  : loss of intact forest = habitat loss 
  road expansion in the forest = easier access 
  cell phone connection = rapid trafficking 
HUMAN POPULATION EXPANSION : 
  damage to forest, ecosystem, environment 
  no job -> hunting and poaching 
CIVIL WAR  : ivory as effective financial resources 
  wide distribution of heavy weapons for poaching 



Chinese Ivory Products 

© E. martin & L. Vigne 



Inkan (on the internet) 

Japanese ivory products 

Bachi of Shamisen @TN 



© Emiko Nishihara 

 
LACK OF ADEQUATE INFORMATION 

 Education and Awareness through “real things” at ZOOs and MUSEUMs 

Establishment of information sharing system between Africa and Asia 

•Reinforcement & campaign in Asia for wildlife conservation in Africa 
Inter-continental schemes between African and Asia 
Link between ZOOs and MUSEUMs in Asia as educational institutes 

Zoo: explanation on African elephants including ivory poaching reality 
Museum: explanation on origin of ivory, international rule, traditional culture etc. 

Balance of respect between bio-diversity  conservation and cultural heritage   
 

http://www11.plala.or.jp/zouge/ 



 
LACK OF ADEQUATE INFORMATION 

 What I have been doing for establishment of 
information sharing system between Africa and Asia 

1. Provide adequate information on forest elephant crisis 
from Central African region to Asia 

2. Exchange of human resources for capacity building and 
induction between Africa and Asia 

LAUNCH 

Coordinate Japanese media crews in Congo and Gabon 
Training sessions to younger Japanese in Congo at conservation domain 
Invite a Japanese professional bio-diversity consultant in Congo to create 
conservation education materials for Japanese 
Create posters for forest elephant conservation for Japanese zoos 
Publish of forest elephant book in Japanese 
Seminars and lectures at various places in Japan including zoos on field 
conservation in Central Africa region 
Dialogue with  Japanese traditional shamisen players 
Recommendation to Japanese Ministries about ivory management system 
improvement  based on forest elephant crisis 
Discussion with Japanese scientists for creation alternative materials of 
ivory in order to maintain wildlife conservation and cultural heritage 

 

PRACTICES 



We have NO TIME 
before losing our important wildlife heritage 

THANK YOU ! 

Available to provide real information in Africa 
to ZOOs and MUSEUMs in Asia (including Japan)  
in order to work together for educational campaign 
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