December 2013 AZEC at Fukuoka, Japan
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Dr. Tomo NISHIHARA

Senior Technical Advisor for Protection and Operations in Northern Congo
WCS Congo




A rare Asian (Japanese) who has been working
for more than 20 years at conservation domain
in Central African region (Congo and Gabon)




Espace Géographique de la Commission
des Foréts d'Afrique Centrale - COMIFAC
- Selon le Traité du 5 février 2005 instituant la COMIFAC -
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Forest Elephants
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Geographical Distribution and Move of Forest Elephants

Mouvements des elephants Dec 2000- Mars 2002
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Elephant Massacre for Ivory Trade
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Elephant
Poaching
Trends

Trend in the estimated number of elephants
killed illegally at reporting MIKE" sites
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Trend (ETIS)
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Forest Elephants Distribution (by dung counting)
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Source: F. Maisels et al. Devastating Decline of Forest Elephants in Central Africa (2013)



Drastic Decline of Forest Elephants toward Extinction

Sabon - due to poaching for ivory - car
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FACTORS to accelerate elephant poaching

|
economlc incentive for local

_ﬂﬂm lack of discipline and governance

- RRUPTIO ‘ . wide distribution of weapons

i no control of illegal immigrants

~ LOGGING % loss of intact forest = habitat loss

! road expansion in the forest = easier access
cell phone connection = rapid trafficking

damage to forest, ecosystem, environment
no job -> hunting and poaching

~ CIVILWAR § ivory as effective financial resources
wide distribution of heavy weapons for poaching
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LACK OF ADEQUATE INFORMATION

eSS threush “real Hhings” et Z00s and MUSEUMS

*Reinforcément & campaign in Asia for wildlife conservation in Africa
tinental schemes between African and Asia

» Link bétween ZOOs and MUSEUM s in Asia as educational institutes
® Zoo: explanation on African elephants including ivory poaching reality

& Museum: explanation on origin of ivory, international rule, traditional culture etc.
»Balance of respect between bio-diversity conservation and cultural heritage

Establishment of information sharing system between Africa and Asia




LACK OF ADEQUATE INFORMATION

What | have been doing for establishment of

information sharing system between Africa and Asia
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“1.. Provide adequate |nformat|on on forest eIephant cr|5|s
- from Central African region to Asia '
2. Exchange of human resources for capaC|ty bu|Id|ng and

|nduct|on between Afrlca and Asiasisil iins

5 _>Coord|nate Japanese medra crews in: Congo and Gabon

»Training sessions to younger:Japanese in Congo at conservation domaln

» Invite a Japanese professional bio-diversity. consultant in Congo to create
conservation education:materials for Japanese" : A A :

» Create posters for forest eIephant conservation for Japanese zoos )

> Publish of forest elephant book in Japanese ' -

~ = »Seminars and lectures at various pIaces in Japan |ncIud|ng zoos on fleld

conservation in Central Africa region - .
>D|alogue with Japanese traditional sham/sen pIayers |

s ->Recommendat|on to Japanese I\/I|n|str|es about |vory management system

|mprovement based on forest eIephant crisis
>D|scu55|on W|th Japanese SC|ent|sts for creatlon aIternatlve materlals of

“ivoryin order to maintain wildlife conservation and:cultural herltage |



We have NO TIME
before losing our important wildlife heritage

Available to provide real information in Africa
to Z0OOs and MUSEUMs in Asia (including Japan)
in order to work together for educational campaign

THANK YOU |
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